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Presenting both the botanical and horticultural aspects of Cypripedium, Paphiopedilum,

Phragmipedium, and Selenipedium, with particularly extensive information on hybridization, this

survey of the slipper subfamily has been aptly described as "a scholarly work of love for these

plants."
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Presenting both the botanical & horticultural aspects of Cypripedium, Paphiopedilum,

Phragmipedium, & Selenipedium, with particularly extensive information on hybridization, this

survey of the slipper subfamily has been aptly described as "a scholarly work of love for these

plants."

Great book- very detailed. A must for the Lady Slipper enethusist!

The book contains about 220 pages composed of: 17 pages on orchid anatomy, biology, and basic

taxonomy overview, 18 pages on growing conditions, 35 pages on the genus Cypripedium, 56

pages on the genus Paphiopedilum, 5 pages on the genus Selenipedium, 15 pages on the genus

Phragmipedium, 61 pages on hybridization and a historic review of crosses, and a 13 page

bibliography. The book contains 225 color photographs (most are 3" x 4" in size). Each photograph

displays an orchid in flower and each plant is identified to species or variety. Pages are large, pages

measure 8 1/2" x 11" in size.Approximately 140 species are described with great detail. Each

species is listed with geographic distribution, cultural notes, plant description, flowering season and



other comments. The author continues in most sections with an detailed discussion concluded with

an assortment of opinions, conclusions, and predictions. It is a facinating, thought provoking, and

important body of work. I loved it!The author, Catherine Cash, makes bold assertions throughout the

book. I found myself arguing with many of her opinions and conclusions. I was amazed. Not that I

disagreed with some of her statements, but that her statements actually got me to put the book

down, think about what she had said, and then eagerly go back to read more. Books about plant

taxonomy is usually pretty dry stuff. But Ms. Cash has made reading about the slipper orchids a rare

treat. It is a carefully written reference book.Her chapter on the hybridization of orchids is alone

worth the price of the book. This chapter is an outstanding read. Cash challenges many of the

current philosophies about orchid science and hybridization. She is clear, crisp, and wonderfully

opinionated.It is a complete work. 2/3rds of the book contains facts, details, and photographs - a

great referrence section. 1/3rd of the book contains commentary, discussion, and opinions - a

provoking insight to the field of orchid science.This is a must have book for any slipper orchid

grower.
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